
RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2015

www.PosterPresentations.com

Secondary instrument courses can be structured to promote critical music teacher identity 

development. Development can be encouraged through: carefully structured and scaffolded 

teaching experiences, the use of reflective work within professional learning communities, 

teacher resource scavenger hunts, private lesson instruction, preservice teacher-made 

instructional videos, teaching recitals and coordination with local elementary school general 

music classes for authentic context learning that can increase self-efficacy for music teaching 

and commitment to teaching in secondary instrument areas in public schools.

Occupational identity development is important for teachers because self perceptions can 

impact one’s ability to: 1. form positive, healthy interpersonal relationships (Marcia, 1980, 

1966) with students, parents, administrators and colleagues, 2. take feedback without being 

defensive (Schimel, Arndt, Pyszczynski, & Greenberg, 2001), and 3. accurately attribute 

student success or failure with an internal locus of control (Ghonsooly & Rezvani, 2011).  For 

music teachers, identity development is especially important because one’s integrated sense 

of self as a musician and teacher can impact narrowness of the curriculum presented to 

students – emphasizing mainly performance skills or more comprehensive musicianship 

(Bouij, 2004), inclusiveness of the program- how welcoming the teacher is to students of all 

ability levels (Bouij, 2004), and longevity in the profession (2007, 2006, 2003). 

Isbell (2008) found that within secondary socialization in higher education, experiences were 

influential in this music teacher identity development (even more impactful than 

relationships). Haston and Russell (2012) showed the importance of this teaching being 

situated within authentic context learning experiences. All of the activities and the curricular 

structure as well as sequencing for Secondary Instrument Courses as Music Teacher Identity 

Development are based decades of research in music teacher identity development, especially 

on the work of Goldie (2013) into how specific lengths (ranging from no experience to 4+ 

years), specific types (private lessons, teaching small groups of 3-10 students, teaching large 

groups of 11+ students), and the specific nature of teaching experiences (authentic, 

successful) impact preservice music teacher identity development. 
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